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Monday, June 29, 2009 

Infill Development is the Way to Go to Hold The Line! By Genius of 
despair  

 
Javier Betancourt in the Miami Herald today asks and answers:  

 

The more pressing issue going forward is whether residential development 

outside the boundary should proceed. The answer to this question is a 

resounding ``No.'' He says, referring to last month's court victory: 

 

Now that new commercial development on the fringe of the Everglades has 

been rejected, urban planners along with developers and business and civic leaders should turn 

their attention to the chief challenge facing Miami-Dade: how to create a sustainable community 

without expanding our geographic footprint. 

 

By focusing our collective efforts on revitalizing and expanding existing communities through infill 

development, we will make better use of our land supply, reduce congestion and preserve our 

region's valuable natural resources. At the same time, we will realize a number of economic and 

urban planning benefits, including better connectivity between businesses and the labor force, more 

efficient use of our existing infrastructure and across-the-board increases in property values. 

 

Miami was planned and developed after the advent of the automobile, so sprawl became a way of 

life in South Florida. Only now we are witnessing a reversal of this trend, as residents and 

businesses inject new life into urban centers that were long overlooked. 

 

And, he ends with: 

 

The court's decision in May supported the need for sustainable growth. Now the business and civic 

communities need to act by advocating against expanding the UDB and evaluating how to 

maximize our investments in the emerging urban centers within the boundary. 

 


