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SHOESTRING
SOPHISTICATES

Yes, you can enjoy what South
Florida has to offer culturally -
and it won’t cost a fortune.

BY SUE ARROWSMITH
Special to The Miarmi Heraid

As temperatures cool,
towrism booms and out-of-
town friends and relatives
descend.

And why not? We may not
have snow, but the climate is
perfect for exploring South
Florida's sandy beaches,
charming neighborhoods
and vibrant art and culture.

Enowing you're busy, we
scouted out a few gems in
the coming season that
won't break the bank, but
will take you to fun places to
share with your favorite
friends and lovers. The

eat weather beckons, as

the good times ahead.

LITERARY HAPPENINGS

# Head to the Street Fair
of Miami Book Fair Inter-
national, which runs from
Friday-Sunday. Book read-
ings, book sales, cooking
demonstrations, music amd
a children's alley are all on
tap. Got to www.miami-
bookfair.com for a complete
schedule. Admission ranges
from 35 to 38 for the Street
Fair; kids 12 and under are
free.

HOLIDAY SPIRIT

+ The new South Miami-
Dade Cultural Arts Cen-
ter, 10950 SW Hith St., will
present O Holy Night:
Christmas with Seraphic Fire
at B pam. Deec. 17,

The critically acclaimed
ensemble presents a holiday
program of timeless clas-
shes, including O Holy Night
and Silent Night, as well as
Gregorian chants. Tickets
are 325, 15 and $10 (85 tick-
ets for students at
www.cultureshock.com).

*« Make it A Soulful
Christmas with the
Adrienne Arsht Center for
the Performing Art's Free
“Gospel Sunday=s" concert at
4 pum. Dec. 18, at the Enight
Concert Hall, 1300 Biscayne
Blvd. Enjoy favorite Noel
songs performed by Gram-
my Award-winning gospel-
jazz sextet TAKE 6. The
concert will also feature two
Miami gospel choirs: the
Miami Mass Choir and the
Unity on the Bay Choir. To
reserve free tickets in ad-
vance, call the box office at
305-949-6722, or visit
www.arshicenterorg,
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CHRISTMAS FAVORITES: TAKE & will perform at the
Adrienne Arsht Center for the Performing Art's free
‘Gospel Sundays' concert Dec. 18.

UNDER THE STARS

+ BigMight im Little Hai-
ti, free every third Friday of
the month, celebrates Hai-
tian music, food, art and tra-
ditions. This month, Papalo-
ko and Loray Mistik will
perform from 6 to 10 pam. on
Friday, at the Little Haiti
Cultural Center Plaza, 212
NE 59th Terr. Visit the Fami-
ly Art Corner by Positive
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Impact Foundation from
630 to 830 pm. On exhibit
in the main gallery: Earth,
Té, Tierra LHCC Local Art-
ist Series IL. Nearby galleries
and studios will be open for
free. For more information,
visit www.bignightlittle
haiti.com.

# The next Jazz at MO-
CA {on the last Friday of the
month) will feature music
by MNew York-based trum-

peter Donald Malloy at 8
p-m. Nov. 25 Bring your pic-
nic baskets, blankets and
beach chairs for this free
concert held on the lawn
outside the museum (rain or
shine). MOCA (Museum of
‘Contemporary Art), 770 NE
125th 5t., offers free admis-
sion the day of the jazz per-
formance, from 7-10 p.m.
Street parking. For more in-
formation, visit www.moca
NOMLOFE/ jJazz-at-moca.

« The last Friday of the
month, Nov. 25, is also Little
Havana's turn to celebrate
with Cultural Fridays
(Viernes Culturales). This
free street festival runs
along historic Southwest
Eighth Street and includes a
free tour of Little Havana at
7 pm (group meets in front
of Tower Theater), live mu-
sic, dancers, strest rm-
ers, vendors, art galleries,
domino competitions and
more. For information, visit
wwwyiernesculturales.ong,

+ The Grammy-nominat-
ed Cuban group, Tiempo
Libre, will heat up Tropical
Park, 7900 SW 40th 5t., at
8 pun. Dec, 2, a8 part of the
free Noches Tropicales con-
cert series presented by the
Miami-Dade Parks, Recre-
ation and Open Spaces De-
partment and sponsored by
Target. Blankets, chairs,
Free parking. For more in-
formation, call 305-271-0812,
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or visit www.miamidade.
gov/parks.

«The Miami Beach
SoundScape ExoStage,
corner of 17th Street and
Washington Avenue, plays
free movies on Wednesdays
at 8 p.m. The upcoming line-
up includes: Raiders of the
Lost Ark on Nowv. 23; True
Grit on Dec. 7, Chicago on
Dec. 14; Some Like it Hot on
Dec. 21; and Gremlins on
Dec. 28. In addition, South
Pointe Park at 1 Washington
Ave., will show the movie
Zookeeper for little ones at
6 p.m. Friday. Free. For more
information, visit www.mia-
mibeachfl.gov. The Sound-
Scape also is home to the
New World Symphony’s

free Wallcasts. Bring your
blanket, a picnic and your
friends, and listen to the
symphony under the stars.
For a schedule, go to
http://www.nws.edu/

» The Jake and Elwood !
Blues Revue, top Blues |
Brothers impersonators, |
will take over Bayfront Park, 1
301 N. Biscayne Blvd., from !
6 to 8 p.m. Dec. 9, for the last :
Downtown Concert Series |
of the year, presented by
The Miami Downtown De- !
velopment Authority (Mi- :
ami DDA). This event,
which includes food ven-
dors, is free. For more infor- !
mation, visit www.down !

. I
townconcertseries.corm. I

COMMUNITY THEATER

« Aventura Arts and
Cultural Center, 385 NE
188th St., presents a new ad-
aptation of Shakespeare’s A
Midsummer Night’s Dream
with a fresh spin to capture
young audiences at 11 a.m.
and 1 p.m. on Sunday. This
Family Fun Series event be-
gins pre-show with free arts
and crafts activities and face
painting. Whole Foods will
provide complementary
snacks after the show. Tick-
ets are $3-%15. For more in-
formation, call 954-462-0222
or 877-311-7469,

« Miami Children’s The-
ater, which recently cele-
brated its 100th show, pre-
sents one of the most be-
loved musicals of all time,
The Wizard of Oz, at the
Coral Gables Youth Center,
405 University Dr. Show-
times: Friday at 7 p.m. and
Saturday at 2 and 7 p.m. The
young actors will also per-
form Rodgers and Hammer-
stein’s Cinderella at The
Russell Theater in the Dave
and Mary Alper JCC, 11155
SW 112th Ave. Showtimes:
7 pm. Dec. 9; 2 and 7 p.m.
Dec.10, 2 p.m. Dec. 11, 7 p.m.
Dec. 16th, 2 and 7 p.m.
Dec.17, and 2 p.m. Dec. 18.
Tickets are $15 for adults, $12
for seniors and children. For
more information, visit
www.miamichildrens
theater.com.
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FUN AT THE MUSEUMS

e The Museum of Art -
Fort Lauderdale
(MOAFL), in collaboration
with Book & Books, will
host actor Taye Diggs and
his good friend, illustrator
Shane W. Evans, as they pre-
sent their new picture book,
Chocolate Me!, based on
their experiences of feeling
different and trying to fit in
as kids. This free presenta-
tion will take place at 1 p.m.
Sunday in the museum's
book store, One E. Las Olas
Blvd., at Andrews Ave.
MOAFL offers free admis-
sion every third Thursday of
the month, from 5 to 8 p.m.
Also, Bank of America cus-
tomers get in for free the
first weekend of the month

(with proof of bank account,
such as debit card). For
more information, call
954-262-0222.

« Visit the Miami Sci-
ence Museum, 3280 S. Mi-
ami Ave., on the first Friday
of the month for Fabulous
First Fridays, which offers
a free Planetarium Star
Show at 7:30 p.m. and roof-
top observatory open from
8 to 10 p.m. Laser shows
start every hour from 8 p.m.
to midnight featuring music
by Pink Floyd, The Beastie
Boys, Bob Marley, and more.
Tickets for the laser show
are $8 for adults and $4 for
children. Once again, Bank
of America customers re-
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ceive free admission to the
museum the first weekend
of the month (with proof of

bank account). For more in-
formation, call
305-646-4234, or vwvisit
www.miamiscl.org.

¢ Relax and mingle during
Wine Down Wednesdays
(the first Wednesday of the
month) presented by Histo-
ryMiami, 101 W. Flagler St.,
in downtown Miami. Sip
wine and enjoy free access
to the museum’s exhibi-
tions, live music, cultural
performances, and monthly
lectures from 5 to 8 p.m.
Complimentary parking
available at the garage on
50 NW Second Ave. Visit
www.historymiami.org.

« Coral ROCKS! Bicycle
Tour, 11 a.m. to1 p.m., Friday,
sponsored by the Coral Ga-
bles Museum, in associa-
tion with AIAMiami's Cele-
brate Design and Architec-
ture Month. Cost for the
tour and picnic lunch is $15
per person, $10 for Coral Ga-
bles Museum members.
RSVP to chris@coralgables
Museum.org.

FREE ART WALKS

e The first Friday of the
month is Coral Gables
Gallery Night starting at
7 p.m. Highlights include
live music and a free trolley
service that runs along Pon-
ce De Leon Boulevard to the

galleries.

e Coconut Grove hosts
its Art Stroll on the first Sat-
urday of the month, also
starting at 7 p.m. The event
includes exhibitions, live
music, free samplings of
food and drinks.

« Miami Beach has its
monthly First Saturday
Art Walk on the first Satur-
day of the month along Lin-
coln Road to the Bass Muse-
um of Art.

¢ On the second Saturday
of the month, it’s Wyn-
wood Gallery Night and
Miami Design District’s
Gallery Walk, featuring
contemporary works and
performance art at dozens
of galleries, warehouses and
art spaces.

= Brickell Gallery Night
is celebrated on the third
Thursday of the month.

e The North Miami
Beach Art Walk is held
along Northeast 125th Street
on the last Friday of the
month, in connection with
the Jazz at MOCA concert.
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